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“See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly 
exalted.” (Isaiah 52:13) 
 
Generally speaking, we don’t like it when the bad guys get away with 
everything and don’t face judgment and punishment.  We like the Lone 
Ranger to ride in on his white horse at the end and stop the bad guy right in 
his tracks.  We are comfortable with the concept of someone “getting what 
he’s got coming to him” and what we feel they deserve. 
 
During Lent, as we follow the suffering and death of Jesus, it may seem 
like the bad guys got away with everything!  When we feel that maybe 
Jesus got a raw deal and there should be an inquiry, remember what God 
says in the verse above. Jesus is God’s servant!  Jesus came because the 
Father told him to come to save.  The Father is still in control; the bad guys 
are not getting away with anything.  God is using the evil plans of Jesus’ 
enemies to accomplish his work of saving all sinners. 
 
We know that the end of this Lenten season will be glorious.  That is in 
doubt as far as human political, economic, and military plans are 
concerned.  We never know for sure how they will turn out in the end.  But 
our salvation is not in doubt. God’s servant came to do his work, and do it 
he did.  As we still face troubling times, trust God to remain in control.  He 
saved us from an eternity in hell; he is not about to abandon us now.  He 
will still rule the affairs of this world for his glory and the saving of many 
souls.  Thank God for the servant who did the work of the Father.  May we 
exalt him, as he so deserves! 
 
Join us at Shepherd of the Valley for our special Midweek Lenten services 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM as we follow the passion of our Savior 
under the theme: O Sacred Head Now Wounded.  We begin on Ash 
Wednesday, February 17. 
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(If you 
would like to have your birthday or 
anniversary included in the future, 
please give that information to Pastor 
Bitter) 

2-1 Steve Ostendorf 
2-20 Linda Walz 
2-21 Lincoln Kranz 
2-27 Terri Grenz 

New Sunday Morning Bible Study  
(Life of Abraham) 
 

This study traces the life of Abraham from his call in Genesis 12 to his death. It deals 
with the main theme of Abraham's life, especially God's promise that a Savior would 
come from his line. As we study portions of his life we will focus on how Abraham's life 
serves as a model for us in following God’s Word and trusting his promise.  
 

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 
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January Treasurer’s Report 
 

Total Income:    $10,313.20 
Total Expenses:   $8,942.04 
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Missions News 
 

This month we are highlighting the Kids c.a.r.e. mission.  Kids c.a.r.e. stands for Kids care about reaching every-
one with the gospel.  It began in 2005 when the Lutheran Women's Missionary Society (LWMS) encouraged 
children to support missions through prayer and offerings.  It has taken off and been blessed! 
 

This year Kids c.a.r.e. money received from June 2009 to May 2010 is being used to focus on Pakistan.  Mission 
work there differs from traditional world missions because there is not a permanent missionary in the country.  It 
is headed by a Christian doctor. 
 

A request for Christian literature translated into the native Urdu language came in 2002 and thus began work in 
Pakistan.  Today, 17,000 people are being reached through the Bible Correspondence Program.  Six full-time and 
eight part-time workers use 17 guided self-study books on several different topics for the program.  There are two 
series of Sunday school lesson books for children and they hope to increase that ministry to 50 schools and have 
1,000 kids involved. 
 

Much prayer is needed for this mission.  Along with petitions for the gospel message to be proclaimed in all of 
Pakistan, the Christian doctor who heads the ministry there needs petitions for his health and welfare.  Since 
Pakistan is a Muslim nation, safety for all Christians there is high on the prayer list.  Please remember them in 
your quiet time. 
 

Our Sunday school offerings from Shepherd of the Valley for the months of January through April will be going 
to this ministry.  Below you will read the note from the coordinator for this area to the children involved in Kids 
c.a.r.e. this year.  If you can, please have your children read it with you so they better understand how God is us-
ing their offerings to help children halfway around the world. 
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Dear Children, 
 

Your gifts will help many Christian and Muslim children learn about Jesus.  They will learn the stories of the 
Bible.  You will help Muslim children learn who the true God is and how they may be saved from their sins. 
 

Thank you for your love for people whom you have never met, but whom you one day hope to meet in heaven. 
In love for Jesus, 
 

Pastor Mike Duncan. Coordinator for Nepal and Pakistan 



 

 

Building Fund vs. Debt Retirement 
 
The Lord has certainly blessed Shepherd of the Valley in many ways.  It is an exciting time as we look toward what the future 
holds for our congregation.  Many questions have been raised about how we are to give offerings to support our goals while 
maintaining the equity that we have in our current facilities.  There are two ways that you can give, over and above your 
regular Sunday offering, to help SOTV move toward our future goals.  One is to give to the Building Fund by way of the 
envelope given in our yearly packet.  The other is to take advantage of the special Debt Retirement envelopes found in the 
back of the church.  Here is the break down as to how these funds will be used. 
 
Building Fund 
Currently all offerings received in the Building Fund envelopes goes into a savings account.  Those offerings are split into two 
categories.  60% of those offerings are invested into a low risk WELS Investment Fund.  The WELS Investment Fund gives 
us greater potential returns than a standard bank savings account.  This money is intended for long term saving.  The 
remaining 40% remains easily accessible in a standard bank savings account.  This allows us to pay for larger projects on our 
current property rather than borrowing money and increasing our debt. 
 
Debt Retirement 
The offerings given in the special Debt Retirement envelopes will be applied directly to the principle balance on our 
outstanding mortgage with WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF).  Our current mortgage balance is around $208,000 and 
includes both the parsonage and the church building.  The faster we pay down the mortgage, the more feasible a new building 
project becomes. These special envelopes simplify the way that we apply your offerings and it will be very clear what your 
money is going towards as you see the mortgage balance decrease. 
 
What Fund Should I Give My Offerings Too? 
We are separating the two ways to give because both funds are necessary to carry out our long term building plan.  As 
maintenance issues arise at the parsonage and the church we will need the liquid cash in the Building Fund to cover those 
expenses. Plus by giving to the building fund you are placing additional dollars into a long term investment that, Lord willing, 
has the potential of growing significantly before we are ready to draw from it to build. 
By giving to the Debt Retirement Fund you are putting your money directly toward achieving the financial position we will 
need to be in to move forward on a building project.  Having this mortgage debt retired will put us in a great position to 
explore many options that will suit our needs for the furthering of the Lord’s Kingdom. 
 
How Should I Give? 
Based on the descriptions above you can decide how you would like to help SOTV meet it financial goals in order to move 
forward and acquire new facilities.  As was previously stated both funds are very necessary.  Any offering given to either fund 
will be an excellent use of your gifts back to the Lord and His work through our congregation.   This is a very exciting time 
for us and an amazing opportunity for us to show God how much we love Him by giving of our finances to further His 
kingdom.  Please look at how you can help SOTV meet it financial goals and reach those who don’t know Jesus in our 
community.  We ask that you look closely at how richly the Lord has blessed you and give over and above your normal 
Sunday offerings to help make this goal a reality.  Together we strive to “Go and make disciples of all nations”, following the 
Great Commission of our Savior from Matthew 28:19.  God grant us the grace of giving so that through generous offerings, 
given in response to God’s love, His Kingdom may be extended. 

 

All are invited to attend a Valentine Dinner at The Green Mill on 13th Avenue South 
on Friday, February 19 at 6:30 PM.  Please use the sign-up sheet on the snack counter 
in back of church if you are able to attend.  If you have any questions, please speak with 
Kristi Smith (701-541-3169). 



 

 

 

Church Cleaning: The church can be cleaned anytime during the week preceding the given date.  A list of cleaning 
duties can be found on the bulletin board in the kitchenette.  For those families who can’t or choose not to clean on 
their appointed date please contact Virgil or Terrie Grenz at 701-541-0047. 

Families will be responsible for paying a $30 cleaning fee. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Missed church? If you missed church Sunday and would like to know if you missed any important news, just check the website 
(SOTVonline.com) and click “news and notes”. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Pastor David Bitter can be reached at 298-7616.  More information on our Church can be found at www.SOTVonline.com. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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We have added a new area to our website that allows you to access member only information.  To gain 
access you will need to visit the members page and request access.  To get to the members page go to 
http://www.sotvonline.com/members.htm and select Not Registered?  Click Here to Register!  You will be 
asked to agree with the privacy statements and then asked for your login information (user name and pass 
word).  Request will be reviewed and granted access within 48 hours.  Presently you can access the new 
church directory through this members only page. 


