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5-3 Church Council Meeting - 6:00 PM 
5-4 Pastors’ Circuit Meeting in Moorhead 
5-5 Evangelism Committee Meeting - 6:30 PM 
5-13 Stay and Play at Little Lambs 11:30 AM 
5-13 Confirmation Examination 7:00 PM 
5-16 Graduation at Great Plains Lutheran High School, Watertown, SD 
5-17 Confirmation Sunday - Last day of Sunday School 
5-21 Last Day of Preschool and Closing Service 
5-31 Walking Together Sunday - Christian Education Focus ���
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While Jesus was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
Luke 24:51 
 
Most parents become very nervous whenever they can’t see or hear their 
younger children.  Where are they?  Are they safe?  Are they doing 
something they shouldn’t be doing?  What are they up to? 
 
Have you ever wondered that about Jesus, since He no longer is seen or 
heard by anyone on this earth?  Where is He? What is He up to? 
 
Forty days after his resurrection from the dead, Jesus withdrew his presence 
from his followers and ascended visibly into heaven.  He went back to the 
Father because he had finished his work of rescuing all people from sin’s 
punishment by His perfect life and His innocent death on the cross.  But 
Jesus didn’t begin his retirement on Ascension Day.  He still serves and 
loves us as the Bible clearly teaches.  As our Priest, Jesus intercedes for us 
when we pray (Romans 8:34).  As our Prophet, Jesus speaks to us through 
His Word and sends Christian pastors and teachers to share it with us 
(Matthew 28:19 – 20; Ephesians 4:10 – 11).  As our King, Jesus rules over 
everything, including our lives for our good (Romans 8:28; 38 – 39).  And 
He is preparing a place in heaven and promises one day to come and take 
us to be with him and all believers eternally (John 14:1 – 6). 
 
This is the comfort for the believer in the ascension of Jesus Christ which 
we will celebrate later this month. 
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Women’s Group Update 

 
The Women's Group will be collecting snack 
items to send to Matt Schmidt and Erica Kale 
who are students at Great Plains Lutheran High 
School.  Please bring your donations to church 
in the next two weeks. 
 

In order to welcome our new preschool teacher, Mandy Elseth, and her husband Troy, the 
Women's Group will be taking a collection that will be put toward the purchase of a gift card.  If 
you wish to make a contribution, please put it in the basket in the back of church. 

SOCCER BIBLE  CAMP AT SOTV 
The weather outside may not indicate it, but summer is fast approaching and our 
children will be home from school.  As you make plans for your children’s 
activities this summer please keep in mind that Shepherd of the Valley is 
hosting a Soccer Bible Camp this year for children ages 4-13.  The camp 
will run the week of June 22-26 from 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM. 
 

At this soccer camp children will learn, practice and improve individual skills, teamwork, and 
knowledge of the game of soccer.  It will be appropriate for anyone from beginners to those 
with experience. 
 

The camp’s theme is “Jesus Saves!”  Being a Bible-teaching church, we also plan to share the 
message of God’s love with the children who participate.  This camp serves as a sort of 
Vacation Bible School as well.  Besides helping them pass and dribble better, we plan on 
sharing with them the amazing way that God showed His love to us by sending Jesus to give us 
real life!  We will be using soccer to show many parallels between that game and the important 
game of life with God. 
 

Look for registration forms and pricing information on our website www.sotvonline.com in the 
following week.  We look forward to this new way to share God’s Word with our children and 
the children in our community. 
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Little Lambs Preschool Update 
May is bringing about changes at Little Lambs Christian 
Preschool.  Kristi Smith has handed over the teaching 
responsibilities to our new preschool teacher, Mandy 
Elseth.  The students were excited to have two teachers 
for a week as Kristi helped Mandy learn the ropes.  We 
are excited to have Mandy here and wish her the Lord's 
richest blessings as she begins her preschool ministry. 
 

May also brings this school year to an end.  Graduation and closing service will be held on 
Thursday, May 21.  This will also serve as the start to our summer break.  About a third of our 
preschoolers will be graduating to kindergarten and the others will be promoted to a second year 
of preschool. 
 

The word of our preschool is spreading throughout the community and we have been receiving a 
steady stream of phone calls from prospective preschool families.  The Lord has blessed our 
enrollment for the next school year with more preschoolers per day than we have ever had in the 
past.  Please join us in thanking the Lord for this tremendous blessing. 

 
May Birthdays 

5-4  Janee Hoffner 
5-24 Rodney Bodvig 
 

May Anniversary 
5-23-98 Brent and Dawn Thorsness 
 
 
 

(If you would like to have your brithday or anniversary included in the 
future, please give that information to Pastor Bitter) 



 

 

 

Church Cleaning: The church can be cleaned anytime during the week preceding the given date.  A list of cleaning 
duties can be found on the bulletin board in the kitchenette.  For those families who can’t or choose not to clean on 
their appointed date please contact Virgil or Terrie Grenz at  virgilgrenz@hotmail.com.  

Families will be responsible for paying a $30 cleaning fee. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Missed church? If you missed church Sunday and would like to know if you missed any important news, just check the website 
(SOTVonline.com) and click “news and notes”. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Pastor David Bitter can be reached at 298-7616.  More information on our Church can be found at www.SOTVonline.com. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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We have added a new area to our website that allows you to access member only information.  To gain 
access you will need to visit the members page and request access.  To get to the members page go to 
http://www.sotvonline.com/members.htm and select Not Registered?  Click Here to Register!  You will be 
asked to agree with the privacy statements and then asked for your login information (user name and pass 
word).  Request will be reviewed and granted access within 48 hours.  Presently you can access the new 
church directory through this members only page. 


